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PREFACE

The U.S. International Trade Commission (Commission) instituted the present inves-
tigation, Investigation with Respect to the Operation of the Harmonized System Subtitle
of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988, Investigation No. 332-274, on
March 14, 1989, pursuant to section 332(b) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C.
1332(b)) to fulfill the requirements of section 1216 of the Omnibus Trade and Competi-
‘tiveness Act of 1988 (OTCA).! Section 1216 of the OTCA provides—

The Commission, in consultation with other appropriate Federal agen-
cies, shall prepare, and submit to the Congress and to the President, a
report regarding the operation of this subtitle [2] during the 12-month
period commencing on the effective date of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule. The report shall be submitted to the Congress and to the
President before the close of the 6-month period beginning on the day
after the last day of such 12-month period.3

The “effective date” of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) is January 1, 1989,4 thus
the “12-month period” ended on December 31, 1989. The Commission’s report is due
to the Congress and to the President at the close of the 6-month period beginning on the
day after December 31, 1989, i.e., by the close of June 30, 1990.5 -

The report outlines the principal features of the Harmonized System Convention and
describes the actions taken by the Harmonized System Committee and the Customs Co-
operation Council to implement the Harmonized System internationally. The report
next provides a brief historical background to, and section-by-section analysis of, subtitle
B.6 It also details the major actions taken by various Federal agencies, including the
Commission, to implement subtitle B. And, it provides an assessment of its impact by
the three agencies (other than the Commission) most directly affected by this subtitle:
the United States Trade Representative, the United States Customs Service, and the
Bureau of the Census. Finally, the report summarizes the submissions received from the
private sector in connection with this investigation and provides an analysis of these
submissions by the Staff.

Public notice of the investigation was given by posting copies of the notice at the
Office of the Secretary, U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, DC, and by
publishing the notice in the Federal Register of April 20, 1989 (54 F.R. 16010).7 The
information contained in this report was obtained from the Commission’s files, from
other Federal agencies, and from submissions by the public.

! Public Law No. 100-418, Aug. 23, 1988, 102 Stat 1107-1574.

2 «[T]his subtitle” refers to subtitle B (Implementation of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule) of title I
(Trade, toms, and Tariff Laws) of the OTCA.

3 Section 1216 of the OTCA, 102 Stat. 1163.

4 Section 1217(b) of the OTCA, 102 Stat. 1163.

% Since June 30, 1990, falls on a Saturday, the report is due on the following Monday, July 2. 1990.

¢ Subtitle B comprises sections 1201-1217 of the OTCA. 102 Stat. 1147-1163.

7 zhe notice of the institution of the Commission’s Investigation No. 332-274 is reproduced in
app. A.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Enactment of subtitle B of title I of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988 provided for approval of the Harmonized System Convention by the United States
Government, and implemented the international nomenclature established by the Con-
vention in a new U.S. customs tariff. Subtitle B provided that this new tariff, the Harmo-
nized Tariff Schedule, would take effect on January 1, 1989. This subtitle also estab-
lished administrative arrangements for future U.S. participation in the international de-
velopment of the system, and provided legal authority to the Commission and the Presi-
dent to ensure that the new U.S. customs tariff would continue to be maintained in
accordance with the international system.

This report on the operation of subtitle B during 1989 reviews the requirements of
the Convention, as well as the domestic implementing legislation. It also highlights sig-
nificant actions taken at the international level by the Harmonized Systems Committee
and the Customs Cooperation Council, and by United States Government agencies re-
sponsible for domestic implementation of these international actions.

Based upon the information received from the principal government agencies con-
cerned, implementation of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule has proceeded without sig-
nificant difficulty. While some private sector interests have complained about tariff treat-
ment for a relatively small number of commodities, the most noteworthy observation is
the overall absence of complaints from the private sector concerning the new tariff.

The agencies most directly affected by the new tariff are overwhelmingly positive in
their reactions. The United States Trade Representative characterizes the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule as a “great success” and states that the international nomenclature pro-
vides, for the first time, an ability to target precisely the areas where market access is
most desirable based on the comparability of U.S. trade and tariff data with that submit-
ted by our trading partners.

The Commissioner of Customs reports that the operation of the Harmonized System
“has produced many desirable results” and, in particular, notes that it has alleviated the
administrative burdens imposed on Customs by the previous classification concepts of
“ornamentation on textile articles” and the chief value rule. Elimination of these rules
under the Harmonized System has greatly simplified administration of the tariff classifi-
cation system for the Customs Service and for the importing community.

Finally, the Director of the Bureau of the Census states that implementation of the
new tariff “allows greater flexibility and imagination in developing new techniques for
collecting and compiling U.S. foreign trade data.” And, she reports that the new tariff
has made possible a program for exchange of data with Canada that greatly increases the
statistical accuracy of cross-border trade data for both countries. In addition, we under-
stand that implementation of this program eliminates the previous requirement for U.S.
exporct‘:rs to prepare over 2 million export declarations each year covering shipments to






The Harmonized System
- Convention

The Harmonized System Nomenclature

Subtitle B of title I of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988 approved the
International Convention on the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System
(Convention or HS Convention),! which was
developed under the auspices of the Customs
Cooperation Council (CCC or Council). The
Convention incorporates a standardized tariff
nomenclature, the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System (Harmonized
System or HS), as “the Annex” to the
Convention.2  Article 2 of the Convention
provides that the Annex shall form an integral
part of the Convention and that any reference to
the Convention shall include a reference to the
Annex. The purpose of the Convention is to
facilitate international trade by the use of a single
nomenclature for the description, classification,
and coding of goods as they move in international
trade, and to facilitate the collection, comparison,
and analysis of international trade statistics.

Contracting Party Obligations

The basic obligation of Contracting Parties to
the Convention is that their customs tariff and
foreign trade statistical nomenclatures are to be in
conformity with the Harmonized System.2 This
requires the use of all# the headings and
subheadings of the Harmonized System without
addition or modification, together with their
related numerical codes. It also requires the
application of the general rules for interpretation
of the Harmonized System as well as the various
section and chapter notes. Modifications of the
scope of the various parts of the Harmonized
System are not permitted; however, further
detailed subdivisions for classifying goods (such as
for tariff, quota, or statistical purposes) are

' Section 1201(1) of the OTCA, 19 U.S.C. 3001(1).
Section 1202(2) of the OTCA, 19 U.S.C. 3002(2),
defines the term “Convention” for purposes of subtitle B
as the International Convention on the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System, done at
Brussels on June 14, 1983, and the Protocol thereto,
done at Brussels on June 24, 1986, submitted to the
Congress on June 15, 1987. The HS Convention entered
into force on January 1, 1988. The United States
acceded to the HS Convention on October 31, 1988.

2 Article 1(a) of the Convention defines the
“Harmonized System” as “the Nomenclature comprising
the headings and subheadings and their related numerical
codes, the Section, Chapter and Subheading Notes and
the General Rules for the interpretation of the
Harmonized System, set out in the Annex to this
Convention. ”

3 Article 3 of the Convention.

4 The Annex to the Convention states that “Heading
No. 27.16 . . . Electrical energy” is an “optional
heading.”

permitted so long as they are added and coded at
a level beyond the six-digit numerical code
provided in the Harmonized System. The
Convention does not create any obligations in
relation to rates of duty.5

Partial Application by
Developing Countries

Articles 4 and 5 of the Convention provide for
partial application of the Harmonized System by
developing countries and for technical assistance
to such countries as well. Malawi is the only
country to elect partial application of the system
in accordance with provisions allowing special
treatment to developing countries.

Membership

The following are eligible to become
Contracting Parties to the Convention: “Member
States of the Council,” certain “Customs or
Economic Unions” and any other state by
invitation of the Council.® The United States is a
member state of the Council. Eligible parties may
become a Contracting Party by signing without
reservation, ratifying the Convention after signing
with reservation, or by acceding to the
‘Canvention.” Since the HS Convention was

. opened for signature, a growing number of

countries have become Contracting Parties. As of
March 6, 1990, there were 56 Contracting Parties
to the Corvention.8

The Harmonized System Committee

Administration of the Convention is entrusted
to the Harmonized System Committee (HSC or
Committee) of the Council.® Each Contracting
Party to the Convention is entitled to
representation on this Committee.0 Each
Contracting Party shall have the right to one vote;
nevertheless, where a customs or economic union
as well as one or more of its member states are
Contracting Parties, such Contracting Parties shall
together only exercise one vote. The functions of
the HSC include proposing amendments to the
Convention, preparing guides for interpretation of
the Harmonized System, preparing recommen-
dations for securing uniformity in the application
of the HS, furnishing information on matters
concerning the classification of goods in the HS,
and keeping the system up-to-date, while taking
into account the needs of users and changes in
technology or patterns of international trade.!

S8 Article 9 of the Convention.

¢ Article 11 of the Convention.

7 Article 12 of the Convention.

® The list of Contracting Parties is set forth in app.
B, “Contracting Parties to the Harmonized System
Convention.”

® Article 7 of the Convention.

10 Article 6 of the Convention.

11 Article 7 of the Convention.



Decisions of the HSC not involving an
amendment to the Convention may enter into
force under a procedure whereby such decisions
are deemed accepted if no Contracting Party
requests that they be referred to the Council
within 2 months of the decision.2,'® If a matter
is referred to the Council for approval, a
Contracting Party may request that the question
be returned to the Committee. The Committee
must then study the question further, effectively
nullifying or postponing a decision.

Amendment Procedure

Amendments to the Harmonized System will
be submitted by the Committee to the Council,
which may recommend them to the Contracting
Parties.'* However, recommendations cannot be
made if a Contracting Party requests that a
proposal, or any part thereof, be referred to the
Committee for reexamination. When the Council
does recommend an amendment, any
Contracting Party may notify an objection
thereto.’ A recommended amendment is
deemed accepted 6 months after the date of
notification of the recommendation, provided
there is no objection outstanding at the end of
this period.'® Amendments enter into force 21 to
33 months following the date of notification of the
recommendation.  This is intended to give
Contracting Parties sufficient time to accomplish
the legislative or regulatory formalities required by
each Party’s domestic law.!?” The length of this
delay depends on the date of notification in each
case. However, as noted, a recommended
amendment does not enter into force if any
Contracting Party has notified an objection
thereto within the specified time.

Dispute Settlement

Disputes  between Contracting Parties
regarding the classification of merchandise under
the Harmonized System are bound to arise. In
the first instance, such disputes are to be settled
by negotiation between the Contracting Parties
concerned.'® When disputes cannot be settled by
direct negotiation, they may be referred to the
HSC which will then recommend a solution. If
the HSC is unable to settle a dispute, then the
matter may be referred to the Council which may

'2 Article 8 of the Convention.

'® These HSC “decisions” may include decisions
relative to the “Explanatory Notes, [the Compendium
of] Classification Opinions, other advice on the
interpretation of the [HS] and recommendations to
secure uniformity in the interpretation and application of
the [HS].” Ibid.

4 Article 8 of the Convention.

' Article 16 of the Convention.

'® Article 16 of the Convention. )

'7 See those portions of the report entitled Section
1205 and Section 1206 for a detailed description of U.S.
procedures which are required to implement proposed
amendments to the Convention.

'® Article 10 of the HS Convention.

recommend a solution in conformity with article
II(e) of “the Convention establishing the
Council.”® The Council may recommend a
solution “in a conciliatory capacity;” but the
decisions of the Council in such matters may only
be taken by “a majority of two-thirds” of the
eligible members present, provided that a quorum
of at least one-half of the eligible members are
present.20 A Contracting Party, if it so desires,
may agree in advance to accept the recom-
mendation of the Committee or the Council as
binding.2

Denunciation

The Convention is of unlimited duration,
although any Contracting Party may denounce
it.2 Denunciation shall take effect 1 year after
the receipt of the instrument of denunciation.

Activities Under the Convention

Harmonized System Committee Actions

Under the terms of the HS Convention, the
Harmonized System Committee is required to
meet at least twice each year. The Committee’s
initial meeting was held in April 1988 and it has
met each fall and spring thereafter. This part of
the report summarizes the major activities of the
Harmonized System Committee and the Customs
Cooperation Council in regard to the HS
Convention since its entry into force on January
1, 1988. '

Classification Decisions

The bulk of the work of the Harmonized
System Committee is normally taken up in the
consideration of specific classification questions
and proposed amendments to the legal texts of
the HS, the Explanatory Notes, or the
Compendium of Classification Opinions. Since its
first session, the HSC has considered over 50
classification issues and has recommended
approximately 35 amendments to the text of the
Harmonized System and 120 amendments to the
Explanatory Notes. It has also proposed the
addition of 14 classification opinions to the
Compendium of Classification Opinions. 1t is not
within the scope of this report to undertake a
review of all decisions taken up or proposed. by
the Committee, since they have ranged
throughout the entire nomenclature. Reports on
each session and specific information on these
classification issues are available at the
Commission’s. Office of Tariff Affairs and Trade
Agreements.

'8 Article 1(e) of the HS Convention defines “the
Convention establishing the Council” as the Convention
establishing a Customs Cooperation Council, done at
Brussels on December 15, 1950. 22 UST 320; TIAS
7063. (Hereafter, CCC Convention.)

2 Articles I1I(e) and VIII of the' CCC Convention.

2! Article 10.4 of the HS Convention: article IIi(e)
of the CCC Convention.

2 Article 15 of the HS Convention.



Exchange of Classification Rulings

Shortly before the Harmonized System
Convention entered into force, the United States
proposed that the CCC undertake a program for
the exchange of classification rulings. At its 1988
session, the Council agreed that this program
should be implemented on a trial basis for a
1-year period. In 1989, the trial period was
extended for an additional year. The purpose of
the program is to ensure uniform application of
the system, and to provide countries which were
transposing their tariffs with useful information
regarding the classification of merchandise. At its
fifth session in March 1990, the HSC
overwhelmingly agreed to propose to the Council
that the program become permanent.

The Review Subcommittee

Based on another U.S. proposal, the
Harmonized System Committee established a
Review Subcommittee (RSC or Subcommittee) to
ensure that the system is kept up to date by
reflecting changes in technology and patterns of
international trade, as envisioned in article 7.1(a)
of the HS Convention. To encourage a broad
base for input, it was agreed that the RSC should
consist of representatives of Contracting Parties to
the HS Convention as well as other members of
the Council. In addition, countries which are not
members of the Council, relevant inter-
governmental and international organizations,
and any experts whose participation was
considered desirable, could be invited by the
Secretary General of the CCC to contribute to the
work of any given session.

The HSC has established a schedule for the
Subcommittee to review the entire HS
nomenclature on a 3-year revolving basis
whereby related industrial sectors would be
examined at the same time. This work
commenced in January 1990. The RSC will meet
semiannually to examine each chapter of the
Harmonized System in the following order— -

Chapters 84, 85, and 90 Machinery, electrical
equipment, optical,
measuring and scientific
instruments and apparatus;

Chapters 50 through 63  Textiles;

Chapters 41 through 49  Leather, wood, and paper
products;

Chapters 26, and 71

through 83 Base metals, jewelry;

Chapters 64 through 67  Footwear, headwear, down

articles; )
Chapters 86 through 89
Chapters 1 through 24

Chapters 27 through 40

Transportation equipment;
Agricutture;
Fuels and chemicals;

Chapters 25, and 68

through 70 Mineral, glass, and ceramic

goods;
and

Chapters 91 through 97'  Miscellaneous goods. &

With respect to U.S. input, the Commission
serves as the lead agency in soliciting comments
and proposals to amend the Harmonized System.
Thus far, three notices have been issued®* and
several informal meetings have been held with
interested parties in the private and public sectors
to develop proposals and positions with respect to
RSC matters.

The Subcommittee held its first two sessions in
January and March 1990 and has provisionally
agreed to a number of proposed amendments.
The proposals are being reviewed by industry and
the interested agencies, and will be discussed at
greater length in future meetings.

Frequency of Amendments

Based upon a recommendation from the
Harmonized System Committee, the CCC, at its
1988 session, approved a recommendation to
propose amendments to the Harmonized System
at 3- to 4-year intervals. At the same meeting,
the 'Council recommended that a number of
minor amendments to the nomenclature be
approved by the Contracting Parties. These
amendments had been proposed earlier and were
generally not of a substantive nature. The
amendments have been approved by the
Contracting Parties and are to be implemented
not later than January 1, 1992. The next group
of amendments will be submitted for approval at
the Council’'s 1993 session. If approved, they
would be implemented on January 1, 1996. This
group of amendments will include those proposals
which have been considered and recommended
by the RSC.

Standard Units of Quantity

Based on another U.S. proposal, the
Harmonized System Committee is currently
considering the introduction of standard units of
quantity in the Harmonized System. Adoption of
the proposal would ensure the comparability of
statistics generated by the system. At its fifth
session, the Committee overwhelming agreed to
continue studying this matter.

23 This list shows the sequence in which various
chapters and sectors will be considered. Some industrial
sectors (e.g., chapters 84, 85, and 90) will require two
or three semiannual sessions of the RSC to complete the
review work. Other sectors will require only a portion of
a single semiannual RSC session; thus several sectors
may be taken up at one RSC session. But the entire
nomenclature will be reviewed during the 3-year cycle.

24 See the discussion in the report with respect to
section 1210 of the OTCA, and actions taken thereunder
by USTR and by the Commission.



The “Descriptor List”

Even before the initial development of the
Harmonized System, the United States had been
interested in creating a list of commodity
descriptors?® that could be used on international
trade documentation as a uniform and reliable
basis for identifying products. After a number of
studies and numerous discussions on how such a
list could be created, it was decided to defer
further consideration of the idea and to
concentrate efforts on the development of the HS
nomenclature.

Recently, a new study was undertaken to
determine whether such a list would be of benefit
and to identify a means by which it could be
developed. The information received so far from
potential users, including developing country
administrations,  multinational  firms, and
transport organizations, indicates the utility of this
project. In addition, efforts to define a basis for
creating a description system, while not as
ambiguous as they originally appeared, are
proceeding. This is a matter for continued study
by the Harmonized System Committee. It is
expected that a final decision on the creation of a
descriptor list and the means for its development
will be identified within the next year.

Training Activities

At its June 1988 session, the Council decided
to undertake a comprehensive training program
to aid in implementing the Harmonized System,
and to provide an appropriate means for giving
technical assistance to countries transposing their
tariffs to the new system. A number of training
courses have been established by the CCC for
these purposes. It has been generally
acknowledged that the training efforts of the CCC
with respect to the Harmonized System have
contributed significantly to the widespread use of
the system.

Development of a New U.S.
Tariff Based on the Convention

Introduction

This section is intended to provide some
context to the framework and intent of subtitle B.
It provides a brief review of the major milestones
in the creation of a new U.S. tariff based on the
international HS nomenclature which was
developed by the United States?® and its major

2% The “descriptor list” is envisioned as a list of
“key-words” arranged in alphabetic order which would
direct the user to a particular HS heading where the
goods are to be classified.

2® A report describing the participation of the United
States in the technical work that underlay the
development of the Harmonized System from 1970 to
1980 was published by the Commission in 1980. U.S.
International Trade Commission, Interim Report on the

trading partners under the auspices of the
Customs Cooperation Council in Brussels. As
previously noted, the HS nomenclature is
embodied in the Annex to the International
Convention on the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System.

Chronology from 1981 to 1988

In August 1981, the President requested that
the Commission prepare a draft conversion of the
Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS) into
the format of the HS nomenclature that avoided
rate changes significant for trade, industry and
labor, simplified the tariff, and alleviated Customs
administrative  burdens. The Commission
published a series of draft converted chapters of
the HTS (in 28 volumes) for public comment
from January 1982 to January 1983.27 The
Commission’s draft conversion of the TSUS was
submitted to the President for review in June
1983.28 )

The United States Trade Representative
(USTR) established a task force?® to deal with all

‘aspects of the conversion process, including

review of the Commission’s proposed new U.S.
tariff schedule, preparation of a new General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) tariff
schedule reflecting U.S. trade agreement
obligations in HS format, and review of foreign
countries’ conversions to ensure that the effect on
U.S. exports would be neutral. The primary
focus of the work was to balance the often
competing objectives of developing a sound
nomenclature and maintaining tariff neutrality.
These difficulties were compounded by the sheer
magnitude of the technical task of accurately
relating two quite different nomenclature
structures, the TSUS and the HS, to each other.
In all aspects of its work, the task force
endeavored to make the exercise as transparent
as possible and actively sought the views of the
private sector. :

During the summer and fall of 1983, the task
force published and distributed the Commission’s
converted tariff schedule, published a notice

#—Continued
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System
gnvesﬁgation No. 332-73), USITC Publication 1106,

ctober 1980.

2 U.S. International Trade Commission, Draft
Conversion of the Tariff Schedules of the United States
into the Nomenclature Structure of the Harmonized
System (Investigation No. 332-131), USITC Publication
1213 (vol. 1), January 1982; USITC Publication 1213
(vol. 28), January 1983.

28 U.S. International Trade Commission, Conversion
of the Tariff Schedules of the United States Annotated
into the Nomenclature Structure of the Harmonized
System (Investigation No. 332-131), USITC Publication
1400, June 1983.

# This task force was composed of representatives
from the Commission as well as the other agencies most
immediately concerned with the new tariff, i.e., the
Customs Service, the Bureau of the Census, the
Department of Agriculture, etc. The task force was
chaired by USTR.



inviting comments on the conversion, held public
hearings inviting comments on the conversion
(including public hearings in New York and
Washington), and consulted all advisory
committees for their views. In addition, members
of the task force gave a series of speeches around
the country to increase public awareness of the
conversion.

In January 1984, the task force began a
line-by-line review of the conversion, taking into
account concerns raised by the private sector and
by interested Federal agencies. Where necessary,
the rate derivation methodology was altered or a
new tariff line was added in order to increase the
neutrality of the conversion. Following this
review, a new draft tariff was published in
September 1984,30 which reduced the number of
TSUS items subject to duty changes without
significantly proliferating the number of rate lines
in the new tariff structure. The task force
distributed thousands of copies of the conversion
and invited public comments.

The September 1984 document also formed
the basis for a new GATT tariff schedule for the
United States®! in HS format. In late 1984,
USTR submitted preliminary documentation for
the new tariff schedule to trading partners for
review and began a 15-month series of
consultations with other countries to explain the
conversion and to learn of trading partners’
concerns. At the same time, the task force
reviewed foreign conversions on a line-by-line
basis and consulted with trading partners on items
of export interest to the United States.

In the spring of 1986, the task force prepared
revisions of the draft tariff that incorporated
changes suggested by the private sector,
comments from trading partners, changes
legislated by Congress in the period between 1983
and 1986, and technical corrections. In addition,
the task force developed data files comparing
duties collected under the TSUS with those to be
collected under the HTS. These duty collection
computations were examined globally and
sectorally, as well as from the vantage point of
key trading partners, in order to ensure the
neutrality of the conversion from all points of
view.

In July 1986, the United States formally
notified our trading partners under GATT article
XXVIII of our intention to withdraw our existing
schedule of tariff concessions® and to replace it
with an HS-based schedule of tariff concessions.
This notice initiated the necessary

30 Trade Policy Staff Committee, Conversion of the
Tariff Schedules of the United States into the
Nomenclature Structure of the Harmonized System,
Revised, Showing Administrative Changes Approved by
the Trade Policy Staff Committee, September 1984.

31 Schedule XX (U.S.), GATT.

32 Schedule XX (U.S.), GATT. This schedule was
then based on the TSUS nomenclature.

GATT article XXVIII negotiations to ensure that
the conversion was consistent with our trade
agreement obligations. Under the provisions of
article XXVIII, countries had 90 days to reserve
their rights on goods where they have supplier
status. Thirty-six countries sent letters of
reservation within the period; most also included
their list of specific requests. The task force
reviewed each specific request individually,
assessing the impact of a proposed change on the
conversion (both globally and sectorally), on the
requesting  country’s  overall balance of
concessions, and on the balance of concessions
for any other country affected by the change.
Then, in consultation with private sector advisors,
the task force made revisions aimed at restoring
the neutrality of the conversion on a bilateral
basis.

In October 1986, the Trade Policy Staff
Committee republished, for public comment, the
U.S. tariff conversion.3® For the most part, the
rates contained in the proposed new tariff were
the same as our tradé agreement rates. However,
the HTS and the GATT Schedule XX (U.S.) do
diverge in some areas because some U.S. tariff
provisions are not bound in the GATT. In other
cases, a rate lower than the GATT rate has been
negotiated in a non-GATT agreement or has been
enacted by Congress. The October publication
represented a nearly final version of the new
tariff, which the private sector could use to
determine the classification of their products
under the proposed HTS. In addition, the
Customs Service prepared detailed guidance for
the trade community and Customs Service staff to
acquaint them with the principal features of the
proposed new customs tariff.34

Legislation had also been introduced in the
Congress which proposed to implement the new
tariff schedule.3® In order to provide further
opportunity for public input, hearings were held
by the Senate Committee on Finance.®® The
proposed new U.S. tariff¥ was submitted by the
United States Trade Representative® to the

3 Trade Policy Staff Committee, Conversion of the
Tariff Schedules of the United States into the
Nomenclature Structure of the Harmonized System,
Revised, Showing Administrative Changes Approved by
the Trade Policy Staff Committee, October 1986.

34 See, for example, United States Customs Service,
Harmonized System Handbook: A Guide to the New
U.S. Tariff, HB-3600-06 (August 1986).

3 See, for example, section 5010(b) (Harmonized
System) of subtitle A (the Trade Competitiveness Act of
1987) of title V (the International Economic
Environment Improvement Act of 1987) of S. 539, 100th
Cong., 1st Sess., Calendar No. 18, Feb. 19, 1987, pp.-
618-639.

% Congress, Senate Committee on Finance,
Harmonized System: Hearing Before the Subcommittee
on International Trade, 100th Cong., 1st Sess.,
Publication 100-151, Apr. 27, 1987.

37 United States Trade Representative, Proposed
United States Tariff Schedule Annotated in the
Harmonized System Nomenclature, July 1987.

% United States Trade Representative, Submitting
Report with Respect to the Harmonized System
Implementation Act of 1987, June 1987.



Committee on Finance®® and to the Committee
on Ways and Means* for review in July 1987.
The House Committee on Ways and Meaps
announced its intention to consider the new tariff
- and solicited public comments with respect to the
proposed HTS.4' The “Harmonized Tariff
Schedule Implementation Act” was iniroduced
on December 3, 1987.492 The conferees on the
OTCA provided the following background
statement on the new tariff—

Subtitle B provides for Congressional
approval of the Convention, the enactment
of the HTS to replace the existing Tariff
Schedules of the United States (TSUS), and
the establishment of an appropriate
administrative framework for the
_implementation of the Convention. The
implementation of the Harmonized System
culminates a long process begun with the
enactment of section 608 of the Trade Act
of 1974 (Public Law 93-618). The HTS has
undergone intense review by the Congress,
the Administration, our trading partners,
and the public, including scrutiny by affected
private sector groups.

The conferees believe that the HTS fairly
reflects existing tariff and quota treatment
and that the conversion is essentially
revenue-neutral. Enactment of the tariff
and quota treatment provided in this subtitle
is intended to supersede and replace existing
treatment as a matter of domestic law. The
conferees find that any changes in the rates
of duty are consequential to the process of
converting to the new nomenclature, and are
necessary to reflect an overall balance of
tariff concession commitments between the
United States and its trading partners in the
GATT. Some of the rate increases in the
United States conversion respond to our

*® EC-1470, A communication Jrom the United
States Trade Representative transmitting a draft of
proposed legislation entitled “Harmonized System
Implementation Act of 1987", 1o the Committee on
Finance. 133 Congressional Record, 100th Cong., 1st
Sess., S-8455, June 23, 1987.

¢ Executive Communication 1641, A letter from the
United States Trade Representative, transmitting a draft
of proposed legislation to approve the International
Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System, to authorize the implementation in
the U.S. customs tariff of the Harmonized System
nomenclature established internationally by the
Convention, and Jfor other purposes; 1o the Committee
on Ways and Means. 133 Congressional Record, 100th
Conf., 1st Sess., H-5388, June 22, 1987.

' Congress, House Committee on Ways and Means,
Written Comments on. Proposed Implementation of the
Harmonized Commodity Kescription and Coding System,
iggtsh Cong., 2d Sess., Publication 100-35, July 12,

“2 H.R. 3690, 100th Cong., 1st Sess. 133"
Congressional Record H-10988, December 3, 1987. The
substance of H.R. 3690, as amended, was incorporated
in H.R. 4848, 100th Cong., 2d Sess., as subtitle B of
tllgg 14 ;)g that Act. H.R. 4848 was enacted as Public Law

trading partners’ failure to make appropriate
commitments in the GATT negotiations on
the Harmonized System. Although the u.s.
conversion does meet our GATT obligations,
some outstanding tariff issues resulting from
enactment of the HTS are likely to
reemerge. Any outstanding problems
resulting from the GATT tariff negotiations
may appropriately be resolved in the context
of the Uruguay Round.43

The HTS was enacted by subtitle B of title I of
the OTCA in August 1988.

Section-by-Section Analysis of
Subtitle B and Actions Taken44

The following section-by-section analysis6 of
subtitle B is intended to serve as a useful guide in
understanding the major actions taken to
implement the international Harmonized System
and the national Harmonized Tariff Schedule.
The actions taken are- discussed immediately
following the section to which they appear most
relevant.48

Section 1201

Section 120147 sets out the legislative purposes
in enacting subtite B. These include 1)
approval of the International Convention on the
Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
System;*8 (2) implementation in United States
law of the nomenclature established
internationally by the Convention; and 3
treatment of the Convention as a trade agreement
obligation of the United States. The OTCA
conferees had noted that section 102 of the
Trade Act of 19744 “authorized nontariff
agreements but was not applicable to agreements
which involve comprehensive changes in U.S.
tariffs.” 50

Section 1202

Section 12025' defines six terms used in
subtitle B. These include the term “old
Schedules,” which is defined as title I of the

“® Congress, H. Rept. 100-576, 100th Cong., 2d
Sess. 548 (1988). (Hereafter, Conference Report.

“4 As noted earlier, subtitle B of title | of the OTCA
comprises sections 1201-1217 of that Act. Subtitle B is
generally classified to 19 U.S.C. 3001 et seq., but
several sections and subsections are not codified.

¢ Sections 1212 and 1214 are discussed as oné
topic.

“® The inclusion of specific actions in this
compilation does not imply that subtitle B is the sole, or
even the %rincigal. legal authority for the action taken..

4719 'U.S.C. 3001. :

48 The “Convention” is defined in section 1202(2) as
the Convention done at Brussels on June 14, 1983, and
the Protocol thereto, done at Brussels on June 24, 1986,
ai\lglst;)e foregoing submitted to the Congress on June 15,

4 19 U.S.C. 2112.
% Conference Report, p. 547.
5' 19 U.S.C. 3002.



Tariff Act of 1930 as in effect on December 31,
1988.52 Title I on that date was the Tariff
Schedules of the United States (TSUS).53,5 The
TSUS was enacted by the Tariff Classification Act
of 196255 (the 1962 Tariff Act), which greatly
simplified the structure of the tariff schedules
enacted in titles I and II of the Tariff Act of
1930.58 The 1962 Tariff Act reduced the 16
schedules in the 1930 Act to 8 schedules plus the
Appendix;57 these were collectively enacted as
the TSUS.58 The TSUS, in turn, was replaced by
a single schedule, the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTS).59,80

Section 1203

Section 12038' provides congressional
approval of U.S. accession to the Convention and
authorizes the President to accept the final legal
instruments that embody the Convention on
behalf of the United States. The section also
states that neither the entry into force of the
Convention nor the enactment of subtitle B
creates any unspecified private right of action or
legal remedy, which is not otherwise expressly
authorized under United States law. Section
1203(d) provides that section 125(a) of the
Trade Act of 1974,82 shall not apply to the
,Convention. Section 125(a) requires that trade
agreements reducing duties or modifying nontariff
barriers be subject to termination after no more
than 3 years.

; Section 1202(S5) of the OTCA, 19 U.S.C.

& 19 U.S.C. 1202 (1988).

64 The legal text of the TSUS had not been published
for several years in either the U.S. Code or the U.S.
Code Annotated. Instead, these publications referred the
reader to the current Commission publication of the
Tariff Schedules of the United States Annotated .

TSUSA). The legal text of the TSUS, as in effect on
ber 31, 1988, may be found in U.S. International
Trade Commission, Tariff Schedules of the United States
Annotated (1987), USITC Publication 1910 (Nov. 4,
1986), and Supplement No. 1 (June 10, 1987),
Supplement No. 2 (Nov. 2, 1987), and Supplement No.
3 z,nne 1, 1988), thereto; as modified and amended by
actions taken from June through December 1988.
e Public Law No. 87-456, May 24, 1962, 76 Stat.

"8 Title I of Public Law No. 361 (46 Stat. 590-763)
encompassed the “Dutiable List” which enumerated all
articles subject to parate schedules. 46 Stat.

duty in 15 se
§90-672, 19 U.S.C. 1001 (1930). Title II set forth the
“Free List” that enumerated all articles admitted free of
duty in a 16th schedule. 46 Stat. 672-685, 19 U.S.C.
1201 (1930).
. ¥ Appendix to the TSUS is often referred to,
incorrectly, as schedule 9 of the TSUS.

% 19 U.S.C. 1202 (1963).

 Section IZMS%). 102 Stat. 1148. .

® While the TSUS (19 U.S.C. 1202) was repealed
by sections 1202(5) and 1204(a) of the OTCA, the
correct citation to the HTS in the U.S. Code is unclear
at present. However, a recent legislative practice has
developed of citing the HTS to 19 U.S.C. 3007. See,
e.g., H.R. 1594, 101st Cong., 1st Sess. (the Customs
and Trade Act of 1990), as amended by the Senate,
Apr. 24, 1990.

&1 19 U.S.C. 3003.

e 19 U.S.C. 2135(a).

Section 1204

Section 12048 enacts the HTS into law by
striking out title I of the Tariff Act of 1930 and
inserting a new title I entitted “Title
I—Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States.” The OTCA does not contain the legal
text of the HTS; rather section 1204(a) enacts
the HTS by reference to two Commission
publications, i.e., “Publication No. 2030 . . . and
Supplement No. 1 thereto.” The enacted (legal)
text of the HTS is defined by subdivisions
1204(a) (1) (A)-(E) of section 1204(a) as the
following portions of the referenced Commission
publications—

(A) the General Notes;
(B) the General Rules of Interpretation;

(C) the Additional U.S. Rules of
Interpretation;

(D) sections I to XXII, inclusive
(encompassing chapters 1 to 99,
and including all section and
chapter notes, article provisions,
and tariff and other treatment
accorded thereto); and

(E) the Chemical Appendix to the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule.%

Section 1204(a) also makes clear that the
remaining parts® of the referenced publications
are not part of the enacted text of the HTS.

Section 1204(b) directs the President to
proclaim modifications to the HTS, such as
pending staged rate reductions, and other
executive, legislative, or judicial actions which
take place during 1988, and that would have
been incorporated into the HTS if they had taken
place prior to January 1, 1988. Additionally, the
President is authorized to proclaim modifications
to the HTS to make such “technical rectifications
as the President considers necessary.”® The
section also directs the President to bring U.S.
tariff and other concessions in foreign trade
agreements into conformity with the new HTS.

Section 1204(c) defines the “status” of the
new HTS. It states that the provisions of the HTS
as enacted by subtitte B, each statutory
amendment subsequently made to the HTS, and
each modification to the HTS subsequently
proclaimed by the President, shall “be considered

& Section 1204(a) is set out as a note preceding 19
U.S.C. 1202. Sections 1204(b), 1204(c), and 1204(d)
are classified to 19 U.S.C. 3004(b), 3004(c), and
3004(d), respectively.

&4 102 Stat. 1148. :

e The legal text of the HTS does not include “the
statistical annotations, notes, annexes, suffixes, check
digits, units of quantity, and other matters formulated
under section 484(e) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. 1484(e)), nor the table of contents, footnotes,
index, and other matters inserted for ease of reference.”
102 Stat. 1148.

e These technical rectifications are defined in section
1202(6).




to be statutory provisions of law for all
purposes.”®”  The conferees on the OTCA
explained that section 1204(c) is “intended . . .
solely to ensure a solid legal foundation for the
new tariff and to clarify the status of column 1
provisions where, for instance, rates proclaimed
by the President have been subsequently modified
by legislation. The statutory status given to
column 1 provisions is not intended in any way to
alter or diminish the authority of the President
under existing or future law to modify the
provisions of the tariff.”®8 The provisions of
section 1204(c) replace, to some extent,
principles of statutory construction formerly
codified by section 103 of the 1962 Tariff
Act®,70 and general headnotes 4 and 9(d) of the
TSUS. 7,72

Section 1204(d) was an interim measure
designed to ensure that agency notices that were
issued during the period after enactment of the
OTCA and prior to January 1, 1989, made
reference to both TSUS and HTS classifications.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1204

The President has proclaimed numerous
modifications to the HTS pursuant to section
1204. For example, there have been
Proclamation 5885, Increase in the Rates of Duty
for Certain Articles From Brazil, October 20,
1988;™ Proclamation 5908, To Amend the
Quantitative Limitations on Imports of Certain
Cheeses, November 18, 1988;7* Proclamation
5909, To Designate Guyana as a Beneficiary
Country for Purposes of the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act, November 18, 1988;75
Proclamation 5911, To Implement Changes to
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United
States, November 19, 1988;7 Proclamation
5923, To Implement the United States-Canada

67 102 Stat. 1149.

% Conference Report, p. 548.

% Compare sections 1204?:)(1) and 1204(c)(2) of
the OTCA with section 103 of the 1962 Tariff Act (76
Stat. 72, 74) and general headnotes 4, 9 d), TSUS.

7 Section 103 of the 1962 Tariff Act formed the
basis of a previous holding that some parts of the TSUS
(e.g., the Appendix), as enacted by the Congress, did
Dot have “statutory status.” National Silver Co. v. U.s.,
74 Cust. Ct. 18, 388 F. Supp. 1391 (C.D. 4582, 1975).

71 Compare sections 1204(c) (3) and 1204(c)(4) of
the OTCA with general headnote 4, TSUS.

72 The courts have discussed the President’s authority
under general headnote 4, TSUS, in the context of the
imposition of a 10-percent “supplemental duty for
balance of payments purposes” in 1971 (the “import
surcharge” cases). Yoshida International, Inc. v. U. S.,
73 Cust. Ct. 1, 378 F. Supp. 1155 (C.D. 4550, 1974);
reversed on other grounds Yoshida International, Inc. v.
?97795' 63 CCPA 15, 526 F.2d 560 (C.A.D. 1160,

53 F.R. 41551.
74 53 F.R. 47485.
7 53 F.R. 47487.
® 53 F.R. 47413,

Free-Trade Agreement, December 14, 1988;77
Proclamation 5924, To Complete Implementation
of the United States-European Community
Agreement on Citrus and Pasta, and for Other
Purposes, December 21, 1988;78 Proclamation
5925, To Modify the Import Relief on Western
Red Cedar Shakes and Shingles, December 21,
1988;7® Proclamation 5978, To Implement in
Terms of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States the Nairobi. Protocol to the
Florence Agreement on the Importation of
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Materials,
May 12, 1989;8% and Proclamation 6030, To
Provide for the Tariff Treatment of Goods From
the Freely Associated States, To Implement
Tariff Reductions on Certain Tropical Products,
and for Other Purposes, September 28, 1989.81

The Customs Service, noting enactment of the
HTS pursuant to section 1204, has provided
extensive guidance with respect to the weight to
be accorded various CCC documents in U.S.
tariff classification questions.® The documents
discussed in this Treasury decision as potentially
useful in interpreting the HTS include the
Explanatory Notes, the Compendium of
Classification Opinions, Harmonized System
Committee (HSC) reports prior to July 1983,8
Interim HSC r ,» reports of the HSC after
January 1, 1988, classification rulings issued by
the Customs administrations of other countries,
certain “working documents,”® Nomenclature
Committee reports, and “position papers.”® The
notice concludes that “Customs will give
considerable weight to Explanatory Notes and the
Compendium of Classification Opinions because
they are the official interpretation of the HS, but
they shall not be treated as dispositive. When it is
necessary to determine the intent of the HSC,
Customs will look to the Reports and Summary
Records of the HSC. Other documentation may
be consulted for information purposes only.”88

Section 1205

Section 1205% directs the Commission to
keep the HTS under continuous rgview and,

77 53 F.R. 50638.

™ $3 F.R. 51728.

™ 53 F.R. 51737.

% 54 F.R. 21187.

®1 54 F.R. 40839.

92 23 Customs Bulietin, No. 36, p. 1 (T.D. 89-80,
Sept. 6, 1989), 54 F.R. 35127 (Aug. 23, 1989).

% These documents are also referred to as the “HSC
summary records. " )

% The Customs Service “calls 'working documents’
those documents issued by the Nomenclature and
Classification Directorate of the CCC. " Ibid.

8 T.D. 89-80 describes these documents as
“negotiating positions” jointly prepared by the Customs
Service, the Commission, and the Bureau of the Census,
for the guidance of the U.S. delegation to sessions of the
HSC. Ibid.

8 Ibid.

%7 19 U.S.C. 3005.




periodically,88 recommend such modifications to
the President “as the Commission considers
necessary or appropriate—

(1) to conform the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule with amendments made
to the Convention;

(2) to promote the uniform application
of the Convention and particularly
the Annex thereto;

(3) to ensure that the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule is kept up-to-date
in light of changes in technology or
in patterns of international trade;

(4) to alleviate unnecessary
administrative burdens; and

(5) to make technical rectifications.”®

Section 1205(b) directs the Commission to
afford reasonable opportunity for interested
parties to present their views in writing and, at its
discretion, at a public hearing. In formulating its
recommendations, the Commission must solicit,
and give consideration to, the views of interested
Federal agencies and the public.

Section 1205(c) requires the Commission to
submit a report to the President presenting its
recommendations. The report is to include a
summary of the information on which the
Commission’s recommendations are based,
together with a statement of the probable
economic effect of each recommended change on
any industry in the United States. The report will
also include a copy of all written views submitted
by interested Federal agencies and a copy or
Commission-prepared summary of the written
views of all other interested parties.

Section 1205(d) requires that Commission
recommendations for modifications to the HTS
be consistent with the Convention or any
amendment thereto recommended for adoption.
Additionally, recommended modifications must
be consistent with sound nomenclature principles
and must ensure substantial rate neutrality.
Modifications that involve a change in any rate of
duty must be consequent to, or necessitated by,
recommended nomenclature  modifications.
Moreover, the recommended modification must
not alter existing conditions of competition for the
affected U.S. industry, labor, or trade.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1205

On April 20, 1989, the Commission published
a notice,? “Review of the Harmonized Tariff

8 There are two ers” for Commission action
under section 1205(a): (g% “at such time as amendments
to the Convention are recommended by the Customs
Cooperation Council for adoption” by the Contracting
Parties; and (2) “as other circumstances warrant.”

8 102 Stat. 1150.

% 54 F.R. 16007.

Schedule of the United States,” intended to
describe procedures for implementing section
1205 of the OTCA relating to the continuous
review of the HTS by the Commission. The
Commission stated that it would keep the HTS
under continuous review and would recommend
necessary or appropriate modifications to the
HTS when amendments to the Harmonized
System are recommended for adoption by the
CCC, and as other circumstances warrant,
including at the request of interested Federal
agencies and the public. Interested Federal
agencies and the public were invited to request
that the Commission consider particular
modifications to the HTS. If the request meets
the statutory guidelines, then the Commission will
publish its proposed recommendation in the
Federal Register and afford reasonabie
opportunity for interested parties to present their
views in writing. :

If an amendment - to the Convention is
recommended by the Council for adoption, the
Commission stated that it plans to publish the
proposed amendment, along with a corresponding
recommended modification to the HTS, where
necessary or appropriate, in the Federal Register
and invite public comment. The Commission will
not, however, report a final recommendation to
the President until the amendment has been
accepted by the Contracting Parties.  The
procedural time limits for acceptance by the
Contracting Parties were described earlier.9!
When a recommended amendment is not
accepted, the Commission will terminate its
consideration of any corresponding modifications
to the HTS. When a recommended modification
is accepted, the Commission will complete its
consideration of any necessary or appropriate
modifications and report to the President.

On January, 18, 1990, the Commission
published a notice,®2 “Review of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States,” to advise
the public of certain proposed changes to the
HTS and to solicit comments from other Federal
agencies and the public relating to these proposed
changes. The Commission noted that, during the
last session of the CCC, held in July 1989, in
Washington, DC, the Council recommended
certain amendments to the nomenclature of the
international HS, in accordance with article 16 of
the Convention. The modifications had been
recommended previously by the CCC’s
Harmonized System Committee. The
consequential changes to the HTS were proposed
by the Commission in order to conform the HTS
with the Council’s recommendations. To date,
the Commission has not received any comments
in opposition to the proposed HTS changes.

91 See section entitled Harmonized System
Convention.
%2 55 F.R. 1733.



Section 1206

Section 1206%3 addresses presidential action
after receipt of Commission recommendations
under section 1205. Based on the Commission’s
recommendations, the President may proclaim
modifications to the HTS if he finds such action
to be in conformity with U.S. obligations under
the Convention and not contrary to the national
economic interest of the United States. Before
the President makes such a proclamation, he is
directed to submit a report to the Committee on
Ways and Means and the Committee on Finance
presenting the changes to the HTS that he intends
to proclaim, and the reasons therefor. The
Committees then have a “layover” period of 60
legislative days to consider the proposed changes
before the President may issue the proclamation.
Such changes may not take effect until 15 days
after the date of publication of the proclamation
in the Federal Register. Since the Commission
has not yet made any recommendations under
section 1205, the President, thus far, has had no
occasion to act pursuant to this authority.

Section 1207

Section 12079 directs the Commission to
maintain the HTS and publish the tariff “at
appropriate intervals.” The Commission must
publish in the form of printed copy, but may also
publish the HTS in microform or electronic form
if, in its judgment, these formats would “serve the
public interest and convenience.”% While
directing the Commission to include the current
“legal text” of the HTS and the statistical
information formulated pursuant to section
484(e) of the Tariff Act of 1930,9% the
Commission may also include “such other matters

as the Commission considers to be necessary or

appropriate to carry out the purposes enumerated
in the Preamble to the Convention.”$?” The
OTCA also repealed the Commission’s authority
tlo9 85“9‘3“51’“ the TSUS effective January 1,

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1207

In addition to Commission Publication No.
2030, and Supplement No. 1 thereto, which were
enacted as the initial (or “baseline”) edition of
the HTS, the Commission has subsequently
published several supplements to the baseline
edition of the HTS.1  Most recently, the

® 19 U.S.C. 3006.

% 19 U.S.C. 3007.

% 102 Stat. 1151.

% 19 U.S.C. 1484(e).

97 102 Stat. 1152.

% Section 201 of the 1962 Tariff Act, 76 Stat. 72,

% Section 1213(b) of the OTCA, 102 Stat. 1155.

'% These include Supplement No. 2 (Nov. 1, 1988);
Supplement No. 3 (Dec. 16, 1988); and Supplement
No. 4 (June 9, 1989).

74.

Commission published the 1990 edition of the
HTS, 0" and Supplement No. 1 thereto.12 All of
these Commission publications are available from
the Government Printing Office in printed format
and from the National Technical Information
Service on magnetic media and microfiche.

Section 1208

Section 1208103 directs the Bureau of the
Census to compile and publish the foreign trade
statistics for imports and exports in the format of
the HS nomenclature.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1208

The Commission, in conjunction with the
Secretaries of Commerce and Tr , under
the authority of section 1208 and section 484(e)
of the Tariff Act of 1930,1%¢ established statistical
nomenclature for imports and exports based upon
the HTS. The annotated version of the HTS, as
of January 1990, includes approximately 14,224
product categories used for the compilation of
import statistics. The revised export statistical
system, Statistical Classification of Domestic and
Foreign Commodities Exported from the United
States (Schedule B), also went into effect on

January 1, 1989, and includes approximately
8,200 categories.

In response to requests from the importing
and exporting community, the statistical
nomenclature in the HTS includes all of the
product category detail of Schedule B and is fully
comparable with that system. Consequently, the
HTS can be used to complete export declarations
as well as import documents.

As the result of a “Memorandum of
Understanding” between the United States and
Canada, adjustments were made to each
country’s import-reporting systems to enable each
country to use the other’s import data to reflect
export statistics.105 This data exchange

'' U.S. International Trade Commission,
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(1990), Annotated for Statistical Reporting Purposes,
USITC Publication 2232, November 1989.

192 U.S. International Trade Commission,
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States
(1990), Annotated for Statistical Reporting Purposes,
Ingsglg'C Publication 2232, Supplement No. 1 (June 1,

1% 19 U.S.C. 3008.

194 19 U.S.C. 1484(e).

'% Thus, for example, data published by the Bureau

‘of the Census regarding U.S. .exports to Canada is based

upon the corresponding import data that is collected by
Canada and provided to the United States. Previously,
such Census data was derived from shipper’s export
declarations filed by U.S. exporters with the Customs
Service at each border crossing. Generally, import
declarations are more closely scrutinized by the respective
customs administrations for the two countries than are
:.rx%ort declarations, at least with respect to cross-border
ade.



was implemented beginning January 1990 and has
resulted in the publication of more accurate and
more complete export data for both countries. In
addition, it eliminates the previous requirement
for U.S. exporters to prepare over 2 million
export declarations each year covering shipments
to Canada.

Section 1209

Section 120919 confers responsibility for
trade policy in relation to the Convention on the
USTR. USTR is directed to seek advice from the
private sector (including “a functional advisory
committee”97) and interested Federal agencies
before formulating the U.S. position with respect
to the Convention or any amendments thereto.

Section 1210

Section 1210798 provides that, subject to the
policy direction of the USTR, the Departments of
Treasury and Commerce and the Commission
shall have responsibility for formulating U.S.
positions on technical and procedural issues
relating to the Convention and for representing
the United States Government with respect
thereto. The conferees on the OTCA were
careful to spell out their views with respect to the
allocation of responsibilities under these two
sections.

Sections 1209 and 1210 set out the roles
of the United States agencies principally
responsible for the Harmonized System.
These provisions are meant to ensure a
broad base of participation in the work
relating to the HTS and to the Convention.
The USTR will be responsible for overall
trade policy coordination with respect to the
Convention, with the advice of the Trade
Policy Committee. The Customs Service will
be responsible for interpreting and applying
the HTS, and will continue to take a lead
role in the CCC’s Harmonized System
Committee, particularly with respect to issues
regarding United States interpretation and
application of the HTS to particular
products. The ITC is also expected to play a
lead role in formulating United States
positions for, and representing the United
States in, the CCC’s Harmonized System
Committee, particularly with regard to
assuring that the Convention recognizes the
needs of the U.S. business community for a
nomenclature that reflects sound principles
of commodity identification, modern
producing methods, and current trading
patterns and practices. The Commerce

108 19 U.S.C. 3009. '

107 Although this committee is not identified in the
statute or in the Conference Report, section 1209 is
understood to refer to the Industry Functional Advisory
Committee for Customs Matters.

18 19 U.S.C. 3010.

Department’s Bureau of the Census will be
responsible for ensuring that United States
positions with respect to the HTS reflect
broader interests in consistency and
comparability of statistical reporting.

The conferees intend that the views of
the private sector on the Convention be
sought systematically through direct contacts
with appropriate private sector advisory
committees, trade organizations or trade
groups, and through product experts in U.S.
agencies such as the Department of
Agriculture and the Department of
Commerce. 109

Section 1210(c) addresses the availability of
CCC publications and directs the Commission to
“see to the publication” of. the “summary
records” of the CCC’s Harmonized System
Committee and the CCC’s Explanatory Notes,
Compendium of Classification Opinions, and
other instruments relating to the Convention.
The Commission’s obligation to “see to” such
publication is limited by the requirement to
observe the “applicable copyright laws” for all
publications except the HSC summary records.''0
It might be useful to note the conferees’ views on
the “status” of the CCC’s Explanatory Notes—

The Explanatory Notes constitute the
Customs Cooperation Council’s official
interpretation of the Harmonized System.
They provide a commentary on the scope of
each heading of the Harmonized System and
are thus wuseful in ascertaining the
classification of merchandise under the
system.

The Explanatory Notes were drafted
subsequent to the preparation of the
Harmonized System nomenclature itself, and
will be modified from time to time by the
Harmonized System Committee. Although
generally indicative of proper interpretation
of the various provisions of the Convention,
the Explanatory Notes, like other similar
publications of the Council, are not legally
binding on contracting parties to the
Convention. Thus, while they should be
consulted for guidance, the Explanatory
Notes should not be treated as dispositive.!'!

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Sections 1209 and 1210 by USTR

The USTR has set up comprehensive
procedures to carry out the mandate of sections
1209 and 1210.'2 These procedures include (1)
policy coordination and U.S. Government

19 Conference Report, p. 549.
110 102 Stat. 1153.

11 Conference Report, p. 549.
112 §3 F.R. 45646-45647.
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representation; (2) dissemination of information
and solicitation of public views and the
designation of a secretariat; (3) technical
proposals; (4) inquiries regarding U.S. exports;
and (5) dispute settlement procedures. Each of
these topics will be addressed in turn.

Policy Coordination and U.S.
Government Representation

Under section 1209, the USTR is made
responsible for coordinating trade policy
concerning the Convention. Section 1210
provides that, subject to the policy direction of
the USTR, the Departments of Treasury and
Commerce and the Commission shall have
responsibility for formulating U.S. positions on
technical and procedural issues relating to the
Convention and for representing the United
States Government with respect thereto. USTR
observed that the Commission’s continuous
review authority regarding the HTS at the
national level (under section 1205) corresponds
with the Customs Cooperation Council’s
administrative oversight authority regarding the
Harmonized System nomenclature at the
international level.113

Availability of Information and Solicitation
of Public Views

The USTR notice stated that “summary
records” of past sessions of the HSC will be made
available at the National Technical Information
Service. HSC documents, including the draft
agenda of upcoming sessions, will be available at
the Trade Advisory Center of the Department of
Commerce. Further, in an effort to receive
private sector views on current issues before the
HSC, the Commission’s Office of Tariff Affairs
and Trade Agreements was directed to maintain a
list of interested parties. The list is to be referred
to when making direct contacts for advice on
pending matters. That office will also serve as the
secretariat to the three agencies with respect to
activities under section 1210 and, in that
capacity, will receive inquiries and petitions for
consideration by the agencies concerned.

Technical Proposals

USTR stated that section 1210 requires the
Commission and the Secretaries of Commerce
and of the Treasury to prepare technical
proposals to be submitted to the Council in
connection with their responsibilities in the area
of trade statistics arising under the Convention
and under section 484(e) of the Tariff Act of
1930.1'¢  Among other things, the proposals are

13 Ibid.
114 19 U.S.C. 1484(e).
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~ Council for its recommendations.

intended to assure that the U.S. contribution to
the Convention recognizes the needs of the U.S.
business community for a trade nomenclature
reflecting sound principles of commodity
identification, modern production methods, and
current trading patterns and practices. Thus,
USTR noted that these proposals may relate to
issues concerning the interpretation of the
nomenclature, or its amendment to reflect new
technology or changes in patterns in international
trade.

Inquiries Regarding U.S. Exports

The USTR notice states that inquiries relating
to the classification of goods under the export
classification system (Schedule B), as well as
routine  inquiries concerning the tariff
classification of goods which U.S. producers plan
to export to other countries should be addressed
to the Commercial Rulings Division of the United
States Customs Service. All other inquiries and
complaints from interested parties concerning
treatment under the international HS, of goods
produced in and exported from the United
States, are to be considered by the three
agencies. These agencies will review each such

-inquiry or complaint and take such actions or

make’ such recommendations as may be
consistent with U.S. export interests. These
actions may include the formulation of technical
proposals to be submitted to the HSC or the
Council, presentation of the U.S. Government’s
position on the particular technical or procedural
matters raised, requests that the HSC provide
information or guidance, or steps toward the
initiation of dispute settlement under article 10 of
the Convention.

Dispute Settlement Procedures

USTR stated that the three agencies are also
directed to establish procedures to ensure that the
provisions in article 10 of the Convention are
utilized to promote U.S. export interests. As
discussed earlier, article 10 provides that any
dispute between Contracting Parties concerning
the interpretation or application of the
Convention is to be settled by negotiations
between the Contracting Parties to the extent
possible. If this cannot be accomplished, the
parties (that is, the governments concerned) are
to refer the dispute to the HSC for its
consideration and recommendations. The HSC,
in turn, is to refer irreconcilable disputes to the
Individual
parties have no standing to initiate dispute
settlement under the Convention. Thus, it is
necessary for individuals or firms seeking to raise
disputes with another Contracting Party to file
inquiries or complaints with the United States
Government and to present, or assist in the
collection of, any information relating to the
dispute that may be required. If the three



agencies determine that action is warranted, they
will recommend to the USTR the initiation of
bilateral negotiations with the other Contracting
Party. If unsuccessful, or if resort to the other
Contracting Party is deemed not to be
appropriate, the U.S. delegate will invoke the
dispute settlement procedures in the HSC and the
Council.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1210 by the Commission

In July 1989, the Commission announced its
intention to obtain views of interested parties and
agencies concerning possible modifications to the
international nomenclature for chapters 84, 85,
and 90 of the Harmonized System.'' These
proposed amendments had been announced by
the HSC at a previous session and Contracting
Parties were required to submit comments within
a limited period of time. The Commission noted
that it was interested, in particular, in obtaining
the views of interested parties concerning possible
nomenclature amendments covering robotic
devices, telecommunications products, and other
goods falling within these three chapters. The
comments were solicited pursuant to the
Commission’s responsibilities under section 1210.

More recently, the Commission has given
notice of “Possible Modifications to the
International Harmonized System Nomenclature”
pursuant to section 1210.1®¢ The Commission
announced the schedule of the Review
Subcommittee of the Harmonized System
Committee which will consider, and possibly
revise, the international nomenclature of the HS.
The Commission solicited the views of interested
parties for use in developing U.S. proposals for
changes in that nomenclature system. The
comments sought by the Commission are to be
limited to statements of problems and specific
proposals for changes in the Harmonized System,
including the General Rules of Interpretation, the
international chapter notes and the nomenclature
through and including the six-digit level. The
Commission stated that the comments should be
prepared with a view toward insuring that the HS
keeps abreast of changes in technology and in
patterns of international trade. The Commission
also noted that no proposals for changes in the
Explanatory Notes (which will be taken up by the
HSC separately) or in national-level provisions
(including U.S. eight-digit subheadings, statistical
reporting numbers, and rates of duty) will be
considered by the Commission during this review
process.

The Commission announced that the Review
Subcommittee will meet semiannually to examine

16 54 F.R. 30284.
118 55 F.R. 1736.

HS chapters in the order previously described.11?
More than 25 submissions have been received
from interested parties in the private sector
suggesting changes to the international HS. In
addition, numerous comments and suggestions
have been received from interested Federal
agencies. U.S. proposals to the Review
Subcommittee are being formulated to reflect this
input. The Review Subcommittee will make
recommendations to the HSC which, in turn, will
submit the decisions to the Council for final
approval in mid-1993.  Those modifications
adopted by the Council would enter into force on
January 1, 1996.

Section 1211

Section 1211118 addresses a variety of issues
raised by the transition from the TSUS to the
HTS. The first of these concerns the effect of
enactment of the HTS upon existing executive
actions, such -as proclamations, regulations,
rulings, notices, findings, determinations, orders,
recommendations, and other written actions
which  contained references to  TSUS
classifications. Section 1211(a) directs the
appropriate officials to take whatever action is
necessary to conform those actions in effect on
December 31, 1988, with the new HTS
classification system “to the fullest extent
practicable.” 118 However, the failure to conform
these documents shall not affect to any extent
“the validity or effect” of the actions.'?® The
question of the weight to be given to prior
administrative and judicial decisions under the
TSUS, when interpreting the HTS, was also
addressed by the conferees on the OTCA—

In light of the significant number and
nature of changes in nomenclature from the
TSUS to the HTS, decisions by the Customs
Service and the courts interpreting
nomenclature under the TSUS are not to be
deemed dispositive in interpreting the HTS.
Nevertheless, on a case-by-case basis prior
decisions should be considered instructive in
interpreting the HTS, particularly where the
nomenclature previously interpreted in those
decisions remains unchanged and no
dissimilar interpretation is required by the
text of the HTS.'2!

Section 1211(b) assures that certain statutory
requirements to obtain advice from the
Commission, other Federal agencies, and the
public, under the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP)'2 shall be treated as having
been satisfied by - the administrative process

117 See the previous outline of the Review
Subcommittee schedule in the section dealing with
Activities Under the Convention.

e 19 U.S.C. 3011.

119 102 Stat. 1153.

120 Jbid.

12+ Conference Report, pp. 549, 550.

122 19 U.S.C. 2461 et seq.
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initiated by the USTR on December 8, 1986.123
This process reviewed the proposed conversion of
the GSP from the TSUS to the HTS and was
deemed the equivalent of the statutory process
required by title V of the Trade Act of 1974.124
The conferees on the OTCA also noted their
intention that “the term ’article’ in sections
504(c) and 504(d) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19
U.S.C. 2464(c) and 2464(d)) in general refer to
the eight-digit tariff item [sic] numbers of the
HTS. Exceptions may be made to this rule if
necessary to ensure that an article is a coherent
product category.”'2® The courts had earlier
ruled that an “article” for GSP purposes meant
an individual product rather than an entire “tariff
item.” 126

Section 1211(c) grants authority to the
President to adjust quota coverage with respect to
certain agricultural products in the new HTS. It
authorizes the President to proclaim changes in
subchapter IV of chapter 99 of the HTS and in
additional U.S. Note 2 to chapter 17 of the HTS
to conform them to part 3 of the Appendix to the
TSUS, and to headnote 2 (“sugar headnote”) to
subpart A of part 10 of schedule 1, TSUS,
respectively. Such changes may be proclaimed if
the President determines that conversion from
the TSUS to the HTS has resulted in (1) goods
previously covered by section 22127 import
restrictions or by the sugar headnote being
excluded from such restrictions; or (2) goods
previously excluded from section 22 import
restrictions or not previously covered by the sugar
headnote being included within such restrictions.
Section 1211(c) further provides that this
authority may not be exercised after June 30,
1990.

Section 1211(d) directs the Commission to
initiate an investigation under section 332 of the
Tariff Act of 1930728 at the earliest practicable
date after January 1, 1989, of certain “final
judicial decisions.” These decisions must have
sustained, in whole or in part, a protest filed
under section 514 of the Tariff Act 1930,12° or a
petition by an American manufacturer, producer,
or wholesaler under section 516 of such Act,3
covering “articles” entered before January 1,
1989. Section 1211(d) also limits the scope of
the investigation to such “final judicial decisions”
which (1) are “published” during the 2-year
period beginning on February 1, 1988; and Q)
would have affected tariff treatment under the

2 51 F.R. 44163.

124 19 U.S.C. 2461 et seq.

'28 Conference Report, pp. 548, 549. And see,
Congress, S. Report 93-1298, 93rd Cong., 2d Sess. p.
225 &1974), which contains almost identical language.

128 West Bend Co. v. U.S., 6 CIT 218, 576 F.
Supp. 630 (1983).

1277 U.S.C. 624.

129 19 U.S.C. 1332.

12 19 U.S.C. 1514.

1% 19 U.S.C. 1516.
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HTS if the decisions had been published during
the period of the conversion of the TSUS into the
format of the HS.

Section 1211(d) directs the Commission to
recommend those changes to the HTS that the
Commission would have recommended if such
final judicial decisions had been made before the
conversion of the TSUS into the format of the
HS. Section 1211(d) further directs the
Commission to report the results of this
investigation to the President, the Committee on
Ways and Means, and the Committee on Finance
no later than September 1, 1990. Thereafter, the
President is directed to review all changes
recommended by the Commission and, as soon as
practicable, to proclaim any such changes that the
President determines are “necessary or
appropriate” to conform the HTS to the final
judicial  decisions.131 The  President’s
proclamation is to be effective retroactively for
entries made after January 1, 1989, as well as for
entries made prospectively.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1211

On March 24, 1989, the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms (BATF) announced that
it was amending certain regulations'® “to
conform, to the fullest extent practicable, with
the tariff classification system of the HTS all
existing regulations which contain references to
the tariff classification of articles under the old
[TSUS]." 133 This action was undertaken,
according to the BATF, pursuant to section
1211(a) of the OTCA.

On December 20, 1989, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture gave notice of the procedures to be
used by the Department in developing
recommendations to the President that he
proclaim changes to the HTS pursuant to section
1211(c).’** The Department advised that the
review of requests for changes would commence
on January 22, 1990, and that the President must
exercise his authority under this section by June
30, 1990. A

On April 20, 1989, the Commission gave
notice'S of the institution of an investigation38 of
“certain final judicial decisions” pursuant to
section 1211(d). The Commission announced
that it would make its recommendations, with
respect to potential modifications to the HTS
under this authority, to the President and to the
Congress, as directed by section 1211(d), by
September 1, 1990. On May 18, 1990, the

131 102 Stat. 1155.

132 27 CFR Pt. 275.

'3 54 F.R. 12189.

134 54 F.R. 53344.

3% 54 F.R. 16011.

% U.S. International Trade Commission, Certain
Final Judicial Decisions Relating to Tariff Treatment
(Investigation No. 332-273).




Commission published a notice,'® in connection
with this investigation, which advised of various
proposals to modify the HTS and solicited
comments on such proposals from other Federal
agencies and the public. The notice stated that
interested parties have suggested changes to the
HTS based upon “final judicial decisions” that
they believe are within the scope of this
investigation.'®® These submissions encompass
two product categories: (1) certain power supplies
for ADP machines; and (2) certain chro-
matography and electrophoresis equipment.

Section 1212 and Section 1214

Section 121213 must be read in conjunction
with section 1214.140 These two sections are
purely “housekeeping” measures. Section 1214
contains a lengthy list of conforming amendments
(that substitute current HTS references for
references to the repealed TSUS) to codified
titles, ! and to various enumerated Acts, such as
the Tobacco Adjustment Act of 1983,42 the Act
Relating to the Reforestation Trust Fund,'*® and
the Agricultural Act of 1949.1%4 To ensure that
other references to the TSUS that may have been
missed in the compilation under section 1214
were accounted for, section 1212 provides a
-general cross reference from the TSUS to the
HTS, unless the context clearly demonstrates that
substitution of the HTS reference would effect a
substantive change in the law.

Section 1213

Section 1213146 makes technical amendments
to section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,%4¢ the
Tariff Classification Act of 1962,'47 and section
315(d) of the Tariff Act of 1930.148

Section 1215

Section 121549 amends section 128(b) of the
Trade Act of 197450 to provide the President
with additional negotiating authority for certain
high technology products described as digital
processing units.’5' The conferees on the OTCA
noted that “section 1215 and the relevant
provisions of the HTS suspending the duty on
certain automatic data processing equipment are

37 55 F.R. 20666.

% To date, at least 12 submissions have been
received in connection with this investigation.

1 19 U.S.C. 3012.

140 102 Stat. 1155-1163.

41 Section 1214(a), 102 Stat. 1155-1156.

142 Amended by section 1214%5), 102 Stat. 1156.

149 Amended by section 1214(r), 102 Stat. 1160..

144 Amended by section 1214(w), 102 Stat. 1163.

146 102 Stat. 1155.

148 19 U.S.C. 2483.

147 76 Stat. 72.

48 19 U.S.C. 1315(d).

146 102 Stat. 1163.

180 19 U.S.C. 2138(b).

181 These products are also referred to as “mother
boards” or “main boards” for automatic data processing
machines.

intended to provide a pragmatic approach to an
ongoing dispute concerning the  proper
classification of such equipment in the TSUS.
Neither section 1215 nor the duty suspension
provisions are intended in any way to express a
Congressional view on the ongoing TSUS
classification dispute.” 152

Section 1216

Section 121653 directs the Commission, in
consultation with other appropriate Federal
agencies, to report on the operation of subtitie B
during 1989 by June 30, 1990.

Actions Taken in Accordance With
Section 1216

The Commission, on April 20, 1989, gave
notice'* of the initiation of this investigation
(332-274) to report on the operation of subtitle B
during 1989. The United States Trade
Representative, the Commissioner of Customs,
and the Director of the Bureau of the Census
submitted written comments concerning the
operation of subtitte B pursuant to section
1216.'%5 In addition, six submissions were
received from interested parties in the private
sector.

Section 1217

 Section 121758 states the effective dates for

subtite B. Sections 1204(c), 1211, and 1212
take effect on January 1, 1989. The
amendments made by sections 1204(a), 1213 and
1214 take effect and apply with respect to
“articles” entered on and after January 1, 1989.
The other provisions of subtitle B (e.g., approval
of U.S. accession to the Convention) take effect
on August 23, 1988.

Questions Concerning the
Scope of the New Tariff

Subtitie B enacts a new U.S. tariff to replace
the TSUS. However, it is not at all clear that the
scope of the HTS is coextensive with the scope of
the repealed TSUS. In most instances these
changes in coverage are directly attributable to
the implementation of the international HS
nomenclature in the new tariff. For example, the
term “goods” under the HTS is generally broader
in coverage than its -counterpart (“articles”)
under the former TSUS.'$”  The principal
differences between the TSUS and the HTS, in
this respect, are as follows—

182 Conference Report, p. 550.

183 Section 1216 is classified to 19 U.S.C. 3005
note. 102 Stat. 1163.

:: 34 F.R. 13010.

ee app. C, app. D, and app. E, respectively.

188 Section 1217 is classified toml)Q U.S.C?eSOOIy
note. 102 Stat. 1163.

157 Compare general headnotes 1 and 5, TSUS, with
General Notes 1 and 4, HTS. :
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1. Currency, electricity, securities, and
vessels (other than “yachts or pleasure
boats”) were not “articles subject to the
provisions of [the TSUS].” (General
headnote 5, TSUS.) By contrast, all of
the foregoing are “goods subject to the
provisions of the [HTS].” (General
Notes 1 and 4, HTS.)

2. “Telecommunications transmissions”
are specifically excluded from coverage
as “goods subject to the provisions of
the [HTS]” (General Note 4(b), HTS),
while the former TSUS did not
explicitly address this subject.

The Customs Service has published guidelines
on the proper interpretation and application of
General Rule of Interpretation 1 of the HTS.158
In these instructions, Customs sets forth its
position that the international HS nomenclature
“is a detailed goods nomenclature in which all
goods are classified. In this context the word
’goods’ is used in its broadest sense to include all
merchandise; the word should be thought of as
opposed to services.”159

The conferees on the OTCA were sufficiently
concerned with such “definitional” problems?€0
that they inserted the following statement—

Electricity and electrical energy were
considered to be “intangibles” under the
existing TSUS and -therefor not subject to
the entry requirements applicable to
imported articles. Although the HTS has a
specific heading for “electrical energy,”
additional U.S. legal note 8(b) in chapter 27
of the HTS provides that electrical energy
shall continue to be exempt from statutory
entry requirements, but instead “shall be

. entered on a periodic basis in accordance
with regulations to be prescribed by the
Secretary of the Treasury.” This provision
will facilitate the collection of import
statistics on electrical energy without
otherwise affecting its legal status under U.S.
trade laws. 181

As the conferees noted in their statement,
questions concerning the scope of the HTS may
have significance beyond interpretation of the
tariff laws, e.g., the “old” countervailing duty
(CVD) law.'62 Recently, the International Trade
Administration (ITA) was required to determine
whether a petitioner’s allegations “that CASE
software . . . imported packaged ready for sale;

1% 23 Customs Bulletin, No. 36, p. 13, (0.C.0.D.
89—120. Sept. 6, 1989.

1% Ibid. Emphasis added.

' “Without cogent reasons to construe the meaning
of 'articles’ differently at different places in the customs
laws, we must conclude that Congress intended the word
to be used in the same sense throughout”. Armco Steel
Corp. v. Stans, 431 F.2d 779, 790 (2d Cir., 1970).

'8! Conference Report, p. 550.

130:‘;2 Section 303 of the Tariff Act of 1930, 19 U.S.C.
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[CASE software imported] as a master disk for
duplication purposes within the United States; or
[CASE software imported] via telecommu-
nications transmission” was “merchandise”
subject to the CVD law.163 The ITA stated that it
“had to examine the complex issue of whether
the software product described in the petition
constitutes merchandise subject to the [CVD]
Act, i.e., whether the software . . . is a "good’ or
a ’service’.”184 The ITA stated that the CVD
“law provides no direct guidance on this
question.” 165  Subsequently, the ITA stated that
“we believe that it is reasonable to conclude that
CASE software on a carrier medium may be
treated as merchandise for purposes of section
303 of the [CVD] Act . . . based on its treatment
under the HTS.”168 The ITA relied, to some
extent, upon its interpretation of the
interrelationship between “general headnote 1 to
the tariff schedules” 167 and “General Note 5” of
the HTS.'%8 The ITA also reasoned that—

The transference of CASE software onto
a carrier medium gives the subject
merchandise undeniable characteristics of
merchandise. It is similar to such items as
books, newspapers, and magazines.
Although most of the value of these items
resides in the intangible component they
contain, they are treated by Customs as
merchandise. See Chapter 49 of the HTS.
The classification of these items is not based
on the intellectual property contained on
them but according to their physical
manifestation. Similarly, it is reasonabie for
[ITA] to consider software on a carrier
medium as merchandise. 169

The respondents argued extensively that
“software” was not “merchandise” for purposes
of the CVD law citing the exemption provided by
“General Note 5(c),”'7° and stating (1) that
“software is not a good under the U.S. tariff
schedules;” and (2) that “the embodiment of
software on media does not ‘create
merchandise’.”'71 This was not a novel position,
at least in the context of interpretation of the

% ITA notice of initiation of CVD investigation on
certain CASE software products from Singapore, 54 F.R.
37013, 37014 (Sept. 6, 1989). See also ITA preliminary
affirmative determination, 55 F.R. 1596 (Jan. 17,
1990); and ITA final negative CVD determination, 55
F.R. 12248 &Apr. 2, 1990).

'8¢ 54 F.R. 37013. This dichotomy parallels the
position taken by the Customs Service in 0.C.O.D.
89-1, above.

88 54 F.R. 37013.

196 55 F.R. 1597 (emphasis added).

17 55 F.R. 1597. The correct reference is to General
Note 1, HTS.

'®8 55 F.R. 1598. The correct reference is to General
Note 4, HTS.

% 55 F.R. 1598.

'79 55 F.R. 12250. The correct reference is to
General Note 4(c), HTS, which exempts “records,
diagrams and other data with regard to any business,
engineering or exploration operation whether on paper,
cards, photographs, blueprints, tapes or other media”
from coverage under the HTS.

71 55 F.R. 12250.



tariff laws. The Customs Service had previously
noted the receipt of “comments addressing the
classification of intangibles [172] such as software
and other intellectual properties” in a Treasury
decision implementing revised rules for valuation
of merchandise under the TSUS in 1981.173 1In
1985, Customs reaffirmed their previous position
that they had been “and will continue to value
imported carrier media bearing data or
instructions for use in data processing equipment
exclusive of a value element for the data,
instructions, or information component contained
on such software.”174

The respondents also argued that “whether or
not it is on a carrier medium, [the CASE software
product] is duty-free and must be provided an
injury test.”175 The ITA, in its final
determination, reiterated its previous position that
“CASE software on a carrier medium is
dutiable... [and thus]...no injury test is
required.”176,777  The ITA cited HTS sub-
headings 8524.21.30, 8524.22.20, 8524.23.20,
and 8524.90.40 as the dutiable provisions which
encompassed the subject of the investi-
gation.178,17®  However, the ITA held that no
benefits which constitute bounties or grants within
the meaning of the CVD law had been provided
to the exporters and terminated the investi-
gation.1%0

Comments by Other
Federal Agencies

The Commission received three comments
from other Federal agencies in connection with
this investigation. The agencies are the United
States Trade Representative, the United States
Customs Service, and the Bureau of the Census.
Their comments generally reflect the view that
the implementation of the Harmonized System
has been very beneficial for U.S. trade interests
overall and has had a positive impact on the
operations of each agency. Their comments are
discussed in more detail below.

172 “Intangibles” under the TSUS were “articles”
which were outside the scope of that tariff. General
headnote 5, TSUS.

13 15 Customs Bulletin6p. 13, p. 21 (T.D. 81-7,
19812 (emphasis added). 46 F.R. 2597 (Jan. 12, 1981).

174 19 Customs Bulletin p. 299 (T.D. 85-124, 1985)
(em?hasis added), SO F.R. 30558 (July 26, 1985).

7 55 F.R. 12251.

178 Ibid.

177 Under the “old” CVD law, an injury
determination is not required with respect to dutiable
merchandise. 19 U.S.C. 1303(b)(1).

178 55 F.R. 12248, 12249.

17 These provisions cover “recorded media . . . on
which phenomena other than sound or image have been
recorded,” e.g., magnetic tapes, disc packs, diskettes
and cassettes for various kinds of office machines,
primarily computers. However, “data-bearing paper
tapes or punch cards” which have been made by
perforation are classifiable in chapter 48. Explanatory
Notes, p. 1373.

1% 55 F.R. 12248.

United States Trade Representative181

The USTR characterizes implementation of
the HS as a “great success.” She states that the
HS provides, for the first time, an ability to target
precisely the areas where market access is most
desirable based on the comparability of U.S.
trade and tariff data with that submitted by our
trading partners. The ability of the private sector
to advise trade negotiators on matters of interest
has also been enhanced by their experience with
the HS.

The USTR has received relatively few private
sector complaints with respect to the HS
conversion and she concludes that “overall, the
conversion was balanced and neutral.” This is
attributed to the extensive work done by all
agencies in connection with the conversion and to
the numerous opportunities for participation and
input from the private sector. This opportunity
for input resulted in “very few concerns” having
been expressed by those industries which
participated fully in the process.

Our trading partners have similarly had few
complaints with respect to the HTS. Those that
have been raised generally involve products that
were not traded during 1981-83, which was the
base period used in the article XXVII
negotiations to conform our Schedule XX (U.S.)
to the new HS-based U.S. tariff. Since there was
no trade during the base period, there was no
expectation by either the United States or our
trading partners with respect to classification
practice under the international HS. While the
USTR concludes that, overall, “the conversion
appears to be balanced both globally and
bilaterally,” she notes that the Uruguay Round
provides an opportunity to address any remaining
problems.

United States Customs Service182

The Commissioner of the Customs Service
reports that the operation of the Harmonized
System since January 1, 1989, “has produced
many desirable results.” She states that Customs
has predicated the introduction of many
innovations that benefit the importing community
and facilitate the movement of cargo on the
implementation of the HS in our national tariff.

In particular, the Commissioner notes that
Customs has introduced an expedited procedure
which permits importers to obtain binding
classification rulings at the district where the
importer makes entry or where it does business.
This is believed to be more convenient than
requiring all ruling requests to be handled either
by the National Import Specialists in New York or

181 The USTR comments are set forth in app. C,
“Letter from the United States Trade Representative.”
182 The Customs Service comments are set forth in
aslpp.. D, “Letter from the United States Customs
ervice.”
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by Customs attorneys at the Washington, DC,
headquarters. She reports that approximately
13,000 such rulings have been issued within 30
days of the request and that approximately 2,000
more “complex or novel” rulings have been
issued within 120 days of the request.

Customs has also implemented an
administrative procedure to correct
inconsistencies in classification (or other)
decisions obtained at different ports (or from
Headquarters). Customs will also delay the effect
of certain decisions when an importer has
“detrimentally relied on” the earlier variant
rulings or prior customs treatment in cases
involving substantially identical transactions.

The Commissioner states that Customs has
developed a “ruling module” which is to be made
part of their Automated Commercial System
(ACS). It became operational this year and
contains 1,500 rulings. Customs expects to make
this classification information available to the
importing public and the international community
in an automated format in the near future. The
wider dissemination of classification rulings is
expected to produce greater uniformity in
classification decisions under the national HTS.
She also notes the ambitious effort by the CCC to
develop an “automated commodity data base
which would serve as an index” at the
international (six-digit) level of the HS. This
development, in conjunction with the ACS ruling
module, “will be of great assistance to the
business community and will produce a greater
certainty in the tariff classification” process under
the international HS.

The Commissioner reported on the
introduction of a “pre-classification program”
that permits inspection and classification of
merchandise on the importer’s premises. She
notes that approximately 200 importers have
received 532 pre-entry classification decisions
under this program, and that an additional 39
requests are pending. In addition, she notes
efforts at increased training of Customs personnel
and the public to enhance implementation of the
new tariff. Participation by Customs in the HSC
has lead to decisions by that body to clarify the
legal text and Explanatory Notes to the HS. The
Review Subcommittee of the HSC is currently
bringing the HS “up to date” during its review of
chapters 84, 85, and 90. The Commissioner cites
“the existence of a common tariff language” as
facilitating discussions with our trading partners
on tariff classification issues. :

Finally, the Commissioner reported that
implementation of the HS-based tariff has
alleviated the administrative burdens imposed on
Customs by the TSUS classification concepts of

“ornamentation on textile articles”183 and the
chief value rule.’® Elimination of these rules has
simplified administration of the tariff classification
system. In addition, the existence of the HS
Explanatory Notes “has proven to be very
helpful.”

Bureau of the Census185

The Director of the Bureau of the Census
reports that implementation of the HS-based
tariff “allows greater flexibility and imagination in
developing new techniques for collecting and
compiling U.S. foreign trade data.” The Census
Bureau has implemented the program to
exchange cross-border trade data with<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>